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What is the NCL?
The National Cyber League (NCL) is a biannual cybersecurity competition for high school and college students. 
The competition consists of a series of challenges that allow students to demonstrate their ability to identify 
hackers from forensic data, break into vulnerable websites, recover from ransomware attacks, and more. Students 
compete in the NCL to build their skills, obtain scouting reports of their performance for hiring purposes, and to 
represent their school. 
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Supplement in-class learning through applied 
technical assessments

Meet CAE requirements for student participation 
in cyber competitions

Earn prestige and recognition as a top school in 
the Cyber Power Rankings

Encourage and foster student collaboration and 
team building

Help your students demonstrate their technical 
skills to employers

Why Participate in NCL?

Understand your strengths and weaknesses 
so you can improve

Build confidence by getting experience of 
applying cybersecurity knowledge to solve 
real-world problems

Scouting Reports demonstrate your abilities 
to employers

Represent your school

It’s fun

For Students For Schools
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What is a NCL season?

Gymnasium
A practice environment with guides of past challenges to help players prepare for the competition.

Preseason
A weeklong competitive event that measures individual performance and is used to bracket players with peers of 
comparable skill levels for the Individual Game.

Individual Game
A weekend-long competitive event. Players will compete by themselves and work to solve as many challenges as they can. 
There are separate leaderboards for each bracket as well as an overall leaderboard.

Team Game
A weekend-long competitive event. Players will compete in teams of up to 7 and work to solve as many challenges as they 
can. Team members can collaborate with each other to solve challenges and progress is shared between everyone on the 
same team. There are separate leaderboards for each bracket as well as an overall leaderboard.
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NCL Scouting Reports
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Who Plays in NCL?

High Schools

Community Colleges

Universities

List of NCL Schools NCL Cyber Student Heatmap

Spring 2019 Winners

1. University of Nevada - Reno
2. University of Hawaii at Manoa
3. California State University - Chico
4. Folsom Lake College
5. New York University
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Cyber Power Rankings

https://cyberskyline.com/data/schools
https://cyberskyline.com/data/map/students
https://cyberskyline.com/data/power-ranking/


66%
Percentage of CAE schools that participate in NCL
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What topics are covered in NCL?
OPEN SOURCE INTELLIGENCE - Utilize publicly available information such as search engines, public repositories, social media, and 
more to gain in-depth knowledge on a topic or target.

SCANNING - Identify and use the proper tools to gain intelligence about a target including its services and potential vulnerabilities.

ENUMERATION AND EXPLOITATION - Identify actionable exploits and vulnerabilities and use them to bypass the security measures in 
code and compiled binaries.

PASSWORD CRACKING - Identify types of password hashes and apply various techniques to efficiently determine plain text passwords.

NETWORK TRAFFIC ANALYSIS - Identify malicious and benign network traffic to demonstrate an understanding of potential security 
breaches.

LOG ANALYSIS - Utilize the proper tools and techniques to establish a baseline for normal operation and identify malicious activities 
using log files from various services.

WIRELESS SECURITY - Identify the security posture of wireless networks from network captures.

CRYPTOGRAPHY - Identify techniques used to encrypt or obfuscate messages and leverage tools to extract the plain text.

WEB APPLICATION SECURITY - Identify actionable exploits and vulnerabilities and use them to bypass the security measures in online 
services.
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How do I participate?

NCL 2019 Fall Season Registration is open now through Oct. 10, 11:50 pm ET
Registration is $35/student, coach registration is free

Register Now: https://cyberskyline.com/events/ncl

Need help? Reach us at contact@cyberskyline.com
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“This was way more fun than I expected and challenged 
me to apply academic skills in real scenarios. My kids 
would even have fun doing this!”

- Portland Community College Student

For more information, visit https://nationalcyberleague.org

“It is my firm belief that all of our participating students 
have garnered a higher degree of aptitude within our field, 
regardless of what career path they will choose. We look 
forward to nurturing future teams.”

- Jayson Hayworth, Hawai’i Advanced Technology Society

https://cyberskyline.com/events/ncl
https://www.nationalcyberleague.org/

